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BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 2/25/74 
WPI - P.3 

As in recent months, increases for cotton products had the greatest 
effect on the index for textile products and apparel. 

increases for chemicals and allied products were widespread and 
included industrial chemicals, mixed fertilizers and fertilizer materials, 
paints, and paint materials, and inedible fats and oils. The more 
important advances in the pulp and paper group were for converted paper 
and paperboard products, paperboard, paper, and wastepaper. 

Motor vehicles and railroad equipment moved up in price. Household 
and commercial furniture, appliances, floor coverings, metal household 
containers, and dinnerware were higher. 

Indexes for agriculture-related products (farm products and processed 
foods and feeds) advanced sharply in January, following more moderate 
increases in December. 

The farm products index rose 8.2 percent. Processed foods and feeds 


advanced 4.1 percent. 


World of Work 


Plan Aids Victims 
Of Energy Layoffs 


By PETER J. BRENNAN 
Secretary of Labor 

QUESTION: | have read in 
the newspapers about mass layoffs 
due to energy shortages. Is the 
Labor Department doing anything 
to cushion the impact of job cut- 
backs on working men and wom- 
en? 

ANSWER: It certainly is. Us- 
ing the federal-state network of 
employment service agencies, we 
have set up an “early-warning” 
system. By getting early notifica- 
tion of layoffs, we can tailor train- 
ing and placement programs to 
meet the needs of these workers 
before they are actually laid off. 
And we can speed unemployment 
benefits to them. Employers are 
being asked to cooperate by let 
ting their state employment agen- 
cies know of planned layoffs of 
50 or more workers caused by 
energy shortages. This information 
will be forwarded to the U.S. La- 
bor Department on a confidential 
basis. Employers have been re- 
quested to tell their state agencies 
how many of their employees will 
be affected, what occupations are 
involved, the type of business, and 
the anticipated length of the lay- 
offs. This information will also be 
given to the Federal Energy Office , 
and, in some cases, may be used 
to justify changes in allocation 
priorities or specific allocation de- 
cisions. We have marshaled the full 
resources of the federal-state em- 
ployment service system, includ- 
ing its job banks, to get workers 
back to work as quickly as possi- 
ble. And at the state and local 


levels, job training programs under 
the new Comprehensive Employ- 
ment and Training Act of 1973 
are being tailored to meet the 
needs of those thrown out of work 
by energy shortages. This entire 
program has been given our high- 
est priority. 
eee 


QUESTION: | am 55 and 
working for a county yovernment 
agency. I'm curious whether or 
not I'm protected from discrim- 
ination because of age. 

ANSWER: The federal Age 
Discrimination in Employment 
Act (ADEA) does not at this time 
protect federal, state or local gov 
ernment employees. You are pro- 
tected from age discrimination if 
your state has enacted an appro- 
priate age discrimination law. This 
Administration has again recom- 
mended to Congress that the 
ADEA be extended to cover 5 
million State and local govern- 
ment employees who are 40 to 
65 years of age. 


Department of La 
send it to 
Peter J. Brennan 
Secretary of Labor 
“World of Work” 
U.S. Department of Labor 
Washington, D.C. 20210 





Dear Consumer 


Dear ws ial 


By Virginia Knauer 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare 


While some of us grownups may be gloomy 
about the energy shortage, children seem to view it 
as a spirited challenge. Many have written to tell me 


about saving energy 


Here are a few excerpts from the letters. I hope 
they warm you as much as they warmed me. 


Dear Mrs. Knauer, 

I'm walking to the store, 
using less heat, using less 
lights and wearing warmer 
clothes 

Lemont 


The way people should 
save energy is they should go 
50 mph on the expressways. 
And they should watch less 
television. People don't need 
dishwashers, electic can open- 
ers, electic mixers, electic 
blankets. People don’t 
really need some electic ap- 
pliances. I don’t see nothing 
wrong with people power 

Moses 


My family and I used 
randles at night sometimes. 
We have storm windows on 
the front and back doors. We 
put rugs at the doors, When 
we watch tv. we only have 
one light on and the tv. 

Amy 


I'm 13 years old and I'm 
concerned also about the en- 
ergy crisis. I would rather 
have a warm home than ride 
in a car. I ride my 10-speed 
bike almost everywhere and 
really enjoy it. Bike riding is 
also very healthy for you as 
well as for your country. 

Marcy 


Me and my mother have 
decided not to use our can 
opener so many times. I mean 
it isn’t going to kill you if 
you use your hands. We have 
also decided to put as many 
clothes as possible in the 
washing machine at one time. 

Armanda 


I remind my father to 
set back the thermostat at 
night. I keep my blinds 
closed. I put some putty 
around the window. I keep 
the doors closed. Get out our 
heavy blankets and wear our 
heavy cloths in winter. 

Irvin 


The way our family is 
cutting down on fuel is to 
turn the heat down and wrap 
up in sweaters and things. 
And we are truly turning out 
most of the lights. I hope this 
will help some 

Lean 


Turn down the cooking 
stove in your house. Don’t let 
it burn and nothing in it. 

Betty 


We cut our furnish down 
at night and cut off our porch 
lights and we are going to 
put candles up. 

Eugenea 


Week of February 25, 1974 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 





The first state law fixing 10 hours as a legal worday was passed in 
New Hampshire in 1847, according to “Important Events in American Labor 


History.” 


The Brotherhood of Railway and Airline Clerks (BRAC), AFL-CIO, under 
a contract with the U.S. Labor Department, is training enrollees from 
Job Corps Women's Centers and placing them in well paid jobs as railroad 


office clerks. The program is being conducted in Kansas City, Los Angeles, 


Tulsa, Cleveland, and Charleston, W. Va. 


*** 


Three times as many black children (43 percent) as white (14 percent) 
live in families where the father is absent, unemployed, or out of the 
labor force, according to a special study conducted by the U.S. Department 


of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


The Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (PL 93-203), signed into 
law Dec. 28, 1973, authorizes block grants to state and local governments 


for a wide array of manpower services tailored to community needs. 


Under the minority business program of the U.S. Department of Labor, 


minority contractors received more than $21 million in contract awards 


for purchase of goods and service fiscal year. 








